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Dunster Castle Gardens

All photographs by Julia Amies-Green

Go sub-tropical in Dunster Castle’s gardens
Travel the world and four micro-climates all in Dunster

summer bedding and fantastic Chusan Palms. Head to
the Orangery where kids will love the goldﬁsh and
newts in the Swan Pond. And don’t miss the Lemon
House.

Dunster village and its Castle grace postcards, tea
towels, fudge boxes and calendars in the souvenir
shops in the area, but there’s nothing to beat the real
thing. While many tourists head for the Castle, we
recommend you take a tour around the world just by
walking through the beautifully kept gardens. You’ll
need to pay to enter the Castle unless you’re a NT
member and then follow the signs for the Castle walk.

Nature runs wild in the River Garden
This area is a wild, wooded and thanks to the magnolia
trees, it is often bursting with colour. You can’t miss
the giant rhubarb in the summer. Indulge your senses
in the micro‐climate that has nurtured some rare
species including the handkerchief tree.

Directions: 3 miles south‐east of Minehead, oﬀ A39.
Sat Nav: TA24 6NY
Oranges and Lemons on The South Terrace
It’s time to get Mediterranean! The South Terrace was
laid out like this in the 1820s and the planting reﬂects
the Victorian style with spring bulbs, multi‐coloured
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This walk will take you to the working watermill. Yes,
there’s a tea‐room ‐ but we recommend you head into
the village where there’s far more choice and loads to
see (see December walk).
Light and shade along the Yew Bank
Almost architectural in nature, and favoured for the
shade they oﬀer, yews feature in many grand gardens
and stately homes, and Dunster Castle is no exception.
There have been yews here since the 18th century
when the original drive was commissioned by Dorothy
Luttrell.

Many stately homeowners hired designers to
completely reimagine their gardens in the style of the
day. This was the era that Kew Gardens and its Palm
House were opened to the public for the ﬁrst time,
and a surge in the planting of public gardens reached
Exmoor too.
Although not created until the 1920s, Blenheim
Garden in Minehead, with its formal layout of beds
and borders and impressive palm trees, pays homage
to the Victorian style and is well worth a visit if you’re
a garden fan.

P

Park in the pay and display National Trust car park
oﬀ the A39. NT members free.
In the Stable block by the ticket oﬃce to the
Castle.
There are numerous tea rooms and coﬀee houses
in Dunster Village. Try Castle Coﬀee House,
Tessa’s Tea Rooms and Ye Olde Tea Shoppe all a
short walk down into the village.

The highest point of the Castle fortiﬁcations ‐ The
Keep
Once the pinnacle of Dunster’s landscape, what you
see today is an area that the Luttrell’s levelled into a
Bowling Green when the game was in fashion. The
Octagon Tower was built to provide shade for the
ladies. Take a look inside as there are changing
exhibitions.

Most businesses are dog friendly.

Buy ‘The Little Book of Walks’ online at:
Not Two Deer in Dunster village:
https://rebrand.ly/LBOW

Gardening – a very Victorian obsession
There’s no other way of putting this – the Victorians
were obsessed with gardening! The hobby had the
royal seal of approval too as Queen Victoria treasured
her gardens, particularly at Osborne House on the Isle
of Wight. Seed hunters travelled far and wide to seek
out new species, many of which we consider
‘standards’ today – acers, azaleas, camelias, fuschias,
hydrangeas, magnolia, skimmias and viburnums.

Lucy Green, owner of Exmoor Character Cottages, researched this
and 11 other walks, and her friend and talented photographer Julia
AmiesGreen supplied all the images. The routes are designed to suit
all abilities, from short and easy to longer and more challenging.
Most are dog friendly, but please always be ready to leash your dogs
and close gates – and follow additional requests from farmers where
you see them. Our maps are for guidance, and for more detailed
maps we recommend the 1;12,500 versions sold in the Exmoor
National Park Centres. Collectively the walks are published in ‘The
Little Book of Walks’ which was created in response to requests from
guests at our four luxury holiday cottages in Dunster and Minehead.
You can ﬁnd out more about the Book and holiday cottages here:
www.exmoorcharactercottages.co.uk

