
90  Exmoor  Spring 2020

Lucy's love of Exmoor began back in 1992 and 
has never left her since; in common with many 
other people, it was fostered when she became 
a regular visitor to campsites in Porlock and 
Horner. Clearly this was no passing fancy – 
indeed, after buying a Grade-II-listed cottage in 
Dunster called The Oval in 2009, she then went 
on to buy three more!

With a degree in history, and a love for property 
and interiors, Lucy developed a passion for the 
the medieval cottage which proved infectious! 
It was originally intended as a bolthole from 
her London home, but when it was lent out to 
friends, they succumbed to its spell, too. So it 
seemed a logical step to Lucy to rent it out as 

a holiday cottage, thinking perhaps to get 30% 
of the weeks booked. Within a year, however, 
it had exceeded all expectations and was fully 
booked! The Oval's location on West Street in 
Dunster is perfect for guests wanting to explore 
the pretty village with its historic High Street 
and castle, and head out beyond to Exmoor 
National Park.

With demand for her quirky cottage running 
high, Lucy started looking around for a second 
property. She bought Pilgrim Corner in 2014, 
the first of three ancient properties she  
would eventually acquire on Vicarage Road  
in Minehead. Pilgrim Corner was already  
a successful holiday cottage – in fact, the first 
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The front view of Pilgrim Corner and The Old Sweet Shop, Minehead.  
Below: The traditional country kitchen and cosy sitting-room at Pilgrim Corner  

(photos by Andy Priddy).
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guests arrived four hours after the sale had 
gone through! And it's been like that ever since, 
Lucy pausing only for upgrades to build upon 
the charm of this old thatched cottage.

But as she was about to find out, there was 
more to come! In 2017 the cottage next door 
to Pilgrim Corner, No.22, came on the market, 
too. The listed sixteenth-century property was 
for sale for almost 18 months and, after more 
than 100 viewings, there were no offers. 

Having visited it no less than eight times with  
an architect and builders, Lucy was under no 
illusions about the extent of the work and the 
cost involved in restoring it – and converting its 
accompanying barn – but she took the plunge 
anyway. 

By the time the deal was done, No.22 had been 
standing empty for some time, and damp and 
mould spores had rendered it uninhabitable. 
Lucy was still working in London running a busy 
PR agency during the week and commuting 
down at weekends to supervise the project. 
She persuaded her husband Paul to move from 
London to manage the restoration.  

Whilst researching the history of the cottage, 
Lucy discovered that it used to be a grocery 
store. Her neighbours had fond memories of 
buying their sherbet lemons and gobstoppers 
here on their way to and from school, so she 
renamed it 'The Old Sweet Shop'. 

For two busy years, Paul supervised the complex  
refurbishment, which called for traditional  
techniques, including lime plastering and 
thatching, alongside the modern. Inside, every 
radiator, tap, floor-covering and light fitting  
is new, but the beauty of the sympathetic  
conversion is that it feels anything but. 

By the side of The Old Sweet Shop was a  
large old barn, with two smaller attached  
barns to the side. Originally built in 1879  
as a stonemason's workshop and the shop's  

storeroom, the large barn was derelict and an 
eyesore. So, once work on The Old Sweet Shop 
had started, a planning application to convert 
the barn into a modern living space was  
prepared. This was successful and, by the 
spring of 2018, the couple were working on 
not one but two major building projects. Their 
team excavated 250 tons of soil from the Stone 
Barn site, which at times looked like a disaster 
zone. Vicarage Road is narrow, so only the 
smallest trucks could navigate the entrance, 
which made progress slow and laborious.

Lucy and Paul had to adapt to living and  
working in all conditions, moving belongings 
into whatever room was habitable at any given 
time. It must have been acceptable, though, 
as they soon had feline company when a 
neighbouring cat called Frankie dropped in to 
see what the workmen were up to! She quickly 
made herself at home and kept an eye on the 
progress of the work from the comfort of her 
heated blanket. And Frankie soon gave her  
approval to the new woodburning stove when 
it was installed at The Old Sweet Shop during 
the winter of 2017.

As well as this furry presence purring her  
approval, Lucy and Paul were blessed with 
some truly amazing local tradespeople who 
transformed the property. The finishing touches 
were important to the character and history of 
each building too and, as the light appeared at 
the end of a long tunnel, Lucy started collecting 
old confectionery adverts which now adorn  
the walls of the Old Sweet Shop. She also 
discovered some old sepia photographs of 
Vicarage Road to include in the guest books.   

The barn was rebuilt and transformed into a 
modern, light interior space whilst preserving 
the old fabric of this historical workshop.  
The old beams were retained and although  
the elm floor could not be kept as flooring 
due to woodworm, the boards were saved 
and carefully re-used creatively in other ways, 

Above: Inside The Oval, in 
West Street, Dunster (photos 
by Julia Amies-Green).

Below, from left: The Old 
Sweet Shop – the kitchen-diner; 
Lemon Drop bedroom where 
lyrics from 'Somewhere over 
the Rainbow' are stencilled on 
the walls over the beds; the 
Marshmallow en-suite was 
designed around the ancient 
beams and not-so-straight 
walls of the old property;  
the newly thatched doorway  
(photos by Andy Priddy).



blending well with the stylish open-plan design 
of the space. 

The kitchen is designed to be sociable, so a 
cook can rustle up anything from beans on 
toast to a Christmas dinner and still be part of 
the conversation. This is very important to Lucy 
in all of the properties and she is proud of the 
fact that guests often comment on how  
well-equipped they are: “We love to cook  
and there are more than enough utensils – 
whatever the recipe – with a choice to gather 
around the table in the kitchen, dining-room  
or garden.”

On the same floor as the kitchen in Stone 
Barn, there's a small double bedroom with a 
beam bearing the date '1897' chalked onto it. 
Downstairs, the super-king en-suite has sand-
blasted original oak beams and floor-to-ceiling 
customised wooden shutters. A further king 
en-suite with bath has comfy window  
seats furnished in monochrome tartan and 
contrasting mustard. 

The Oval, Pilgrim Corner and The Old Sweet 
Shop all have woodburning stoves and Stone 
Barn has a media unit crafted from the old elm 
floorboards which houses a fitted 'real flame' 
electric fire. Living-room furniture is selected 
for comfort – Lucy chooses well-built sofas and 
armchairs, often upholstering older, higher-
quality furniture rather than buying new. 

She and Paul want their guests to enjoy a  
great night's sleep, so they provide Hypnos  
mattresses, toppers, and sumptuous duvets  
and pillows. A lot of thought goes into the  

bedrooms, with a careful mixture of antique 
shop finds blended with favourite high street 
names. The Oval boasts an eighteenth-century 
French four-poster bed and matching  
wardrobe, which suits the main bedroom  
with its huge cruck beams perfectly (above,  
by Julia Amies-Green). A visit from Time Team  
in 2019 dated them to the winter of 1366!

Guests really love the gardens, which are  
designed to provide peace and tranquillity 
for all and to be secure for children and dogs.  
Gardener Karen Cox worked alongside 
Lucy and her good friends – and horticultural 
enthusiasts – Lesley and Michael Owen to plan 
and plant up the gardens. There has been  
a huge amount of hard, structural work to  
replace rotten fencing, mend broken walls,  
re-lay patios and repair paths in the three 
Minehead properties. And, after the invasive ivy 
and weeds had been cleared, the team divided 
and replanted hundreds of plants to create new 
and beautiful cottage gardens that look like 
they have always been there. 

For Lucy and Paul, this business is about sharing 
beautiful, characterful cottages in a stunning 
part of the country. Lucy explained, "One of our 
guests summarised what we had been trying to 
achieve perfectly when they wrote, 'We asked 
ourselves why we had driven past Somerset for 
years when everything we wanted, and more, 
was here.' You can't ask for more than that."
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FIND OUT MORE 
W: exmoorcharactercottages.co.uk 
E: info@exmoorcharactercottages.co.uk

From top: Stone Barn – the 
open-plan sitting-room is a 
light, airy space; the exterior 
with its cottage garden;  
the property includes lovely 
oak beams; in the bathroom 
Lucy designed the pedestal for 
the sink using offcuts from the 
beams (photos by Andy Priddy).


